
At its meeting held Wednesday, November 5, 2008, the Board took the following action: 
 
5 
  The following statement was entered into the record for Supervisor Burke: 
 

  “Local governments throughout California are working hard to meet 
environmental mandates to reduce landfill disposal of solid waste, prevent 
hazardous wastes from being improperly disposed, and keep our rivers, 
streams and waterways free of trash.  These unfunded mandates come at 
a time local governments are struggling with significant budgetary 
constraints. 

 
  “At the same time, the manufacturers of products currently have no 
financial incentive or legal requirement to take responsibility for the 
impacts their products have on public health and the environment after 
consumption.  Although many manufacturers have voluntarily taken 
additional responsibility for their products, for example by reducing 
packaging or increasing recycled content in their products, most have not 
been able to do the same due to the need for investment and/or the risk of 
being less competitive as a result. 

 
  “The concept of Product Stewardship, also referred to as Extended 
Producer Responsibility (EPR), seeks to create shared responsibility 
mechanisms for manufacturers to mitigate or even eliminate the negative 
impacts of their products at the end of life.  These mechanisms include 
legal requirements to phase out toxic materials or to take back products at 
the end of life, or financial incentives to redesign products or reduce 
excess packaging, among other approaches.  By leveling the playing field, 
and adapting mechanisms specific to each product, EPR allows the 
marketplace to develop the most cost effective methods for reducing 
impacts of that particular product.  The County’s legislative policies include 
support for EPR as an effective method of reducing the burden on local 
governments while meeting environmental mandates. 
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  “The California Product Stewardship Council is a nonprofit 
organization formed by local governments to advance the implementation 
of EPR policies in California, and has invited local governments and other 
interested stakeholders in California to join.  The County’s participation in 
the California Product Stewardship Council will ensure the County’s 
support for EPR policies will be coordinated with local governments 
throughout the State, and that efforts to enact EPR policies will be more 
effective.” 

 
  Arnold Sachs addressed the Board. 
 
  After discussion, at the suggestion of Supervisor Burke, and on motion of 
Supervisor Molina, seconded by Supervisor Knabe, unanimously carried 
(Supervisor Yaroslavsky being absent), the Board took the following actions: 
 

1. Adopted the attached resolution supporting Extended Producer 
Responsibility;  

 
2. Directed the County’s Legislative Advocates in Sacramento to actively 

pursue legislation and Statewide policies that shift end-of-life 
management product costs from local government to the manufacturers 
and incentivize the redesign of products that have impacts on public 
health and the environment; 

 
3. Authorized the Acting Director of Public Works and the Director of 

Internal Services to jointly participate as a member of the California 
Product Stewardship Council; and 

 
4. Directed the Energy and Environmental Policy Team to evaluate and 

develop recommendations for producer responsibility policies that 
County Departments can implement, such as leasing products rather 
than purchasing them, requiring producers to offer less toxic alternatives, 
and to take responsibility for collecting and recycling their products at the 
end of their useful life. 
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Attachment 
 
Copies distributed: 
 Each Supervisor 
 Chief Executive Officer 
 County Counsel 
 Acting Director of Public Works 
 Director of Internal Services 
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